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ERICEBVLWEEZE HIDZ < £E L, KY applied for the certificate of eligibility for the trainees from DR Congo on 28th Nov. The result will be 1-3
months later. The visit to DR Congo by KY has been fixed on 5th Feb. 2024. We hope to get the certificate by the departure, but he will meet and
discuss with the trainees what we do about the residential permission if the certificate is not ready or rejected. This year remains countable days. We
wish a happy new year to the members and everybody in the world.
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F 9, We feltrelieved after finishing rice harvest, but were in trouble with rice polishing at the last process. . -

Insufficiently dried rice clogged a polishing machine. We were shocked to be warned that sun dried rice cannot be
polished by the machine. Our traditional cultivation is not adapted to the current commercial system of rice
processing. However, our neighbor kindly allowed us to use his paddy machine. We have successfully finished
threshing all types of rice. KY thought nothing about to eat well-polished white rice so far, but now realize that there 4
are many tasks from seed paddy to get polished white rice. Rice agriculture has become large-scale in our region as in g,

others, and seemingly, rice is treated excessively to increase the yield by high-cost machine operation. However, it was found that rice is not a weak
crop, but a surprisingly strong in rice fields. If we do not give importance to the yield or looking, it is a crop that grows well in rough cultivation.

Large-scale mechanization is efficient, but people who start small-scale cultivation like us are eliminated from the current mechanized system. To
acomplish the harvest, we have to overcome troubles one by one by ourselves. Living in the area of rice agricultre, we become aware of various
problems that arise from the relatlonshlp among agricultural machinery companies-government-consumer awareness.

Madagascar, the fourth-largest island in the Indian Ocean, boasts a unique
4% culture shaped by the ancient migration of the Malagasy people from
£ Indonesia. Their lifestyle revolves around rice farming, zebu breeding, small
villages, and a rich artistic legacy. The island's past was marked by the rule of
powerful monarchs before French colonization. Madagascar harbours diverse
endemic species like lemurs, birds, and tenrecs, but faces recurring cyclones [
and floods. Despite abundant resources and a diligent population, Madagascar
i paradoxically stands as one of the globe's poorest nations.Please admire these
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IKlE>ThRESE, BEDHIEZRELEFETINE Lz, At Madoyama, we had snow again from 30th Nov., and it became 20
cm thick in the next morning. It was a pure white world as we were impressed last year. The snow has disappeared in a few days,
and now it has returned to the winter withering. We took a walk on a snowy road and found the footprints of various animals that
remained on the snow surface. We talked about what footprints were. We know there are many animals around us even if we
cannot see them directly. We saw various footprints this time such as serow, wild rabbit, squirrel, deer or wild boar, bear, badger, |
Japanese macaque, raccoon like dog, fox, and copper pheasant(?). Do you identify what the footprints in the photo are? On the | :
other day, on the way back home on a dark snowy road, three young palm civets walking together on the road were illuminated by the headlights and
enjoyed the charming figure.
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“The water in the pond collects everything around it and stands still by itself." These are the words of American picture book author Tasha Tudor in her
documentary film “A Still Water Story." KY also would like to accept various things that happen in his life, whether good or bad, as food for own growth,
without being influenced by them, and to be as calm as the water. written by KY & TU



