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T 7 Althouah the weather in Akita is still unstable, leaves are changing the color around
Madoyama, and we could enjoy beautiful scenery from the road to the town. On 12th
however, we had an unexpected snowcover. Fossil parts of a whalebone whale found nearb ,
were published in newspapers on 2nd Nov. The fossil is dated to 2.7 M years ago in late S W—

Pliocene. The excavated parts include the right lower jaw and two ribs. The body is estimated to be 18 m Iongf. was lucky to see the rare whale fossil,
remembering the collection of shellfish fossils in the childhood. Itis surprising to be found a large whale fossil hidden in Taneume River basin.

& Morocco, in North Africa, has Rabat as its political capital and Casablanca as its economic center,
Derived from the Berber word "Marrakech," its name means "The promise of God". With borders
touching both the Mediterranean and Atlantic Seas, the country is dominated by mountains,
covering over two-thirds of its land, including peaks exceeding 4,000 m. The climate varies from an
" average of 22-24°C in the dry season to cold, rainy winters with temperatures ranging from -2 to
14°C, occasionally plummeting to -26°C. King Mohammed VI has prioritized sustainable
== development, notably cham ionin% solar power initiatives since 2009. Morocco boasts

well-developed traffic networks. While Islam is dominant with 99.9% adherence, smaller percentages
¥ practice Judaism, Christianity, and Behaism. Intemationally renowned for its rich cuisine, featuring
dishes like couscous and tagine. 177 VRIS 50y T BFHZ/\ AT T 7778
LN EEOROTT, NIALED IN77Y1) A5EQY KN & L, BRI TROKR] T,

P i L AEICE L, B0 23 MLERET 4000m ZMTEAHS) ET, SREEED

EDEERES BN ) ) (Ho 2 TROBLEEN 10 1 CIE Y, A 6CETTABL Ehs LT, MEE
IV R 6 R EATR G RREED, ARSI 000 FLREZROTVET, LCHELOBERIZBETT, ERD99.9%EM AT LTI

DIMCIEVE, FUA ML 9HICRR L VW HRDVET, FR7APEY VD&, SNMGRERERNICEATT,

4 BEDR—IRIFEONLENEREL OUERY #EZ, 3 BROXBTLOR 9 BETIKEAD
: 2V VEEY T, INTORBREEERAL LT, ECTUR—RE L (RATVET, ERX
B HEEDT, NALYORETEMERNHHANZC B BRBLNTT A, RELLNTT, REIRDHE
- AT T 30:-40kg REDREND Y & Ufe, Kia—aREDENEITEL T, RERATY, INTE
M BLERERBEIEYELLR, T7Un0E—FvY, N\YN\IELEETT, RUNTRAYNTE
LB TWAEOTY, RENKDETIL, 2FENHARDERFEMARRDERETSDLY TT,
§ We finished harvesting the four types of rice, leaving some grassy areas. After drying them in the sun for
@ three weeks, all the threshing has been finished by using the neighbor's combine harvester by 9th Nov. A
pc Fart of Yukimusubi rice has been polished and eaten. Since the rice is grown without pesticides, there is a
= 0t of rice with a black spot due to damage from stink bugs, which may not look good, but it is delicious.
8 We also harvested 30-40 kg (estimated polished rice weight) of Indian rice. Some of all rice types are left
for next year's seed rice, and the rest is for daily food. Now we are almost self-sufficient in staple foods.
Bambara beans, so-to-speak African peanut, are also in abundance. The soil in Madoyama seems to be
suitable for Bambara 3efore coming winter snowcover, we will improve the used paddies and resore the remaining avandond ones.
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JEFIRBTWATENSTINE EMENTWNE T, Autumnis mushroom season. Forest workers told where the nostalgic Japanese oak mushrooms
(local name: Samadasi) grow, and KY collected them. As it is fragile, boiled shorty and cleaned it, and then seasoned in the traditional way. It has a
slightly slimy surface and crunchy texture. Rare Masutake (trout mushroom) was also gifted. The color is similar to salmon meat. When stir-fried with
butter and salt, it resembles chicken breast meat. It is the harvest season for Vaccinium oldhamii (local name: Kohaze), a member of the blueberry
family, which is distributed from northeastern China to Japan. The jam of its fruit is more sour than blueberries and good taste. It is called kohaze
because it resembles dwarf goby tree (haze in Japanese) whose fruits candles are made from.
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BRERAICRIFEHFZWVWENDTT,” Modern convenience destroys human generosity.” A friend of KY introduced the book series of lesson collection
“Taimatsu" by Takeji Muno, a fellow countryman. This phrase in one of the books was written between 1976 and 1988, and the writer already felt the
signs of this social change back then. Currently, the myopic pursuit of convenience is changing not only human generosity but also the social structure.
We should take these words more seriously than he did. written by KY & TU




