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trainee, Ms. Zani Ernestine Safari from DR Congo has joined us in Madoyama. Her trip to Japan was quite
difficult due to the local Ebola outbreak and flight delays, but thanks to the genrous support of our members in Chiba, she arrived at
Madoyama one day late. She will start on-site training in growing crops, cooking and making sweets, and maintaining and managing
forests for one year. She also undergoes a training aiming to improve knowledge for promoting the improvement of childhood,
women’ s, and elderly life. Soon after arriving, she had the chance to join a local children's cafeteria and became acquainted with
locals. KY was invited to the education roundtable of Noshiro City/Yamamoto County School Principals Association and retired one
held on 25/July, and gave a talk on the meaning of human diversity under the title “Everyone is Unique and Everyone is Wondrful:
Origins of Diversity.” Although the content was a little difficult, the attendants listened intently and received many comments.
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ROA STV MEVFOEEHEIT, BT T7UVADER. VA OMEHTHE Y £, This year, we applied fertilizer to the rice paddy
before planting, and the rice grew well like local farmers’ . However, weeds also grew quickly, resulting in earlier weeding than usual.
The subsequent high temperatures caused the weeds to grow rapidly, and after finishing the second round of weeding, the ears of
Akita Komachi and Yukimusubi rice are now drooping. The Sally Queen rice will do so about a month later. In the greenhouse after
goat rearing, we got a wonderful harvest of tomatoes and cucumbers last year. However, the transplanted seedlings withered one
after another this year, possibly due to excessive nutrients in the soil. About half of the cucumber seedlings had to be replanted, and
the tomatoes were completely wiped out. The cucumbers have recovered and are now in their peak season. In the field, we planted
corn, White Dent, for goat feed and sorghum seeds that grew last year. The White Dent is growing and has started to bear corns. For
some reason, the sorghum is not growing very big even after sprouting. The White Dent will not be for goat feed, but also for ours as
ugali, a staple food in East Africa.
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"1 & 9, Thelocal community group, “Umenai Shuraku,” undertook a project to revitalize a
vast area of fallow land in this year. We contributed to the project to lent the tractor and
backhoe, and assisted with tilling. The restored land was planted buckwheat on two ha,
and a part of the crop will be supplied to local people as New Year's Eve soba noodles,

w which is a Japanese tradition. The land is a magnificent plateau overlooking the Shirakami
Mountalns the oIdest world natural heritage of UNESCO in Japan. It is expected that the project will contribute to the revitalization of
local agriculture and the management of the satoyama (traditional rural landscape).

dv dREHHME NGO Kinga International &Y : With
approximately 33,000 ha, Luki Biosphere Reserve (RBL) is
a remnant of ancient Mayumbe forest located 120 km from
the Atlantic coast in the Kongo Central province, western
DR Congo. Its climate, shaped by the cold Benguela
current meeting Southeast trade winds, limits heavy
rainfall. The reserve, which is under the management of
National Institute for Agronomic Study and Research
(INERA), is home to over 1,000 plant species and 26
animal species, 17 of which are protected under Congolese law, including pangolin and white- cheeked chlmpanzee It is organized
into three zones: a transition zone, in which agricultural activities are permitted, a buffer zone, and a fully protected core zone. Although
RBL is recognized by UNESCO in "Man and Biosphere" program, it remains under significant pressure from human activity. & & &
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TW3 K5I EBWE J, "What is a war machine? It is polltlcs controlled by the military-industrial complex which profits from war,
donates that money to politicians, and manipulates politics. This is how wars are endlessly repeated." These are the words of Dylan
Grenzinger, an international committee member of the Democratic Socialists of America (DSA). It seems we have entered an era in
which we must assess the current state of society with more composure than ever before. written by KY & DMY




