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<1 4 ODRWEADEEY TI, After along period of clear weather, Madoyama has suddenly changed to
rainy season skies, with rain falling almost every day. Amidst this, forest green tree frogs, Rhacophorus
arboreus, have laid foamy egg masses on branches extending over the water reserve. Their survival has been
worried since the cedar forest behind the water reserve has all been cut down, but it seems they have made it.
y By the roadside, odd flower stems were found, and upon checklng it on the mternet the plant Gastrodla e/ata1
is saprophytic belonging to the | - v i : ; ; ‘ ‘

orchid family, and that it lives in §
symbiosis with the mushroom Armillaria mellea. It is
called “Onino-yagara” in Japanese because its stem W&
grows straight up like an arrow of ogre. In mountains,
white flowers such as Hydrangea panlcu/ata2 also M

known as pyramid hydrangea, Astilbe odontophy//a3 S/
and Lilium auratum “are in full bloom.
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{8 The newcomer goat is still timid, but she is getting used to us. She gave birth
@ to a baby this year although looking like a young. There are three goats in
: 4 total including one male, playing around vividly in the farm. As the weeds in
the rice paddles grew V|gorously this year, we started weeding in June. Fortunately, the newly purchased hand-pushed weeder was
available for two of the paddies, but for the remaining three, we had to weed by hand like last year. Local farmers taught us to bury
weeds in the mud where they grow in paddy, rather than removing them from the paddy. The paddy once we finished weeding has
already been covered by weeds again. Farmers are currently draining the water from their paddies, called “Nakaboshi” meaning
mid-season drying, but we are leaving the water in. The wheat was harvested on 13/July and threshed and winnowed it on
16-17/July. We will have a larger yield than last year, around 30 kg. This year, like wild fruits in mountains, our berry trees in the garden
have also borne fruit well. We collected gooseberries and red and black currants to make jam, and now picking blueberries and
raspberries.

O dRIEHME NGO Kinga International & ¥ : Since the
- launch of the "Ecological Restoration of Sites Occupied by
il War-Displaced Communities in Eastern DRC" project, Kinga
il International (KINT) members have remained actively involved in
.~ maintaining the nursery established near the organization's
: office in Goma. During this activity, ten volunteers filled new
¢ polybags with soil, sowed the seed of Grevillea robusta and
Cassia siamea, and cared for young seedlings of Cedrela
%8 odorata, Casuarina equisetifolia, and eucalyptus. In the dry
season brlnglng little to no rainfall, regular watering is essentlal to ensure the healthy growth of the seedlings. This initiative goes
beyond mere tree planting and helps restore the land devastated by the population movement and enhances the resilience of
ecosystem by strengthening its biodiversity. Through this initiative, KINT reaffirms its commitment to environmental protection and
sustainable development, and hopes to bring lasting benefits to local communities and future generations. > TR F HMERER(C
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zmLT e Pole pole Caravan of Chiaki Hayakawa and Masaya Onishi, came agian f&

to neighboring Fujlsato Town this year. Students from Zimbabwe and Saint Lucia, who live in Akita, also Jomed the event, We spenta
bright and energetic time singing and dancing to African drums. The talk also provided an opportunity to learn about the ongoing
social issues in Kenya. During her 38 years living in Kenya, Ms. Hayakawa runs Magoso School in Kibera slum, supporting the lives and
education of children in the slum. Pole pole Caravan is a campaign that travels all over Japan. You can find the annual schedule by
searching for "Pole pole Caravan". If it is held near you, please be sure to join. written by KY & DMY




