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T W ¥ 9, Madoyama has undergone a complete
change from the record heavy snowfall, and has :
continued refreshing spring weather, making it the season for wildflowers and wild edible plants. This year, the remaining snow and
cherry blossoms were seen at the same time. The trees in the mountains show a wonderful variety of pale colored new leaves. Skunk
cabbages that bloom soon after melting snow have already grown their large leaves. Farm work started on 8/Apr by soaking the rice
seeds in water, and the seeds sown on 19/Apr in seedling boxes (dashi) are starting to sprout smoothly.

The present territory of DR Congo started as the private land of the Belgian King
Leopord Il named the Congo Free State in 1885. The city of Boma stands now as the
second-largest urban center in the Kongo Central province. Originally as a slave trading
post, the city became a focal point of power under King Leopold Il before serving as the
administrative seat of the colonial government. Founded by European merchants in the
late 16th century, Boma succeeded Vivi as the capital of the Congo Free State
(1886—1908) and subsequently the Belgian Congo (1908-1929), until the capital was
relocated to Leopoldville (Kinshasa). The city is home to the
Notre-Dame-de-I’ Assomption Cathedral that was completed in 1886, the oldest in the
country. The cathedral is distinguished by its unique steel construction and preserved
=¥ within the historic colonial quarter. Boma’ s infrastructure includes an airport and a
strategic river port, long regarded as the nation's primary gateway for the export of
- timber, rubber, cocoa, bananas, and palm oil. Furthermore, the city hosts the
monumental "Stanley Baobab," a significant natural landmark and one of the region’ s
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= | /Lo As the chickens remain only two owing to fox & Ao
¢ attacks, seven chicks were bought newly on 11/Apr, but on the 3rd day, a weasel tore off the wire mesh and
& killed them all at one night. It appears that the weasel entered into the pipe house by braking further a hole in the
vinyl sheet, which a mole or vole digging a tunnel in the snow had open. The goats have moved to their summer
~ palace. Since they had to settle for hay during winter, when spring fresh grass is fed, they happily eat it. The
female looking bigger belly has no signs of giving birth yet.
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1z, Some wildflowers are a common . .
sight in the garden every spring, but this year they bloomed early, and it feels refreshing after the heavy snowfall. The brlght yellow of
the dandelion, Traxacum off/cmale'71 first stood out, followed soon by Viola grypoceras? and Lamium amplexicaule . Around the
farmland, the lovely flowers of Lindera umbellata4 and Stachyurus praecox® are found.

HE L1\ T &3 /Words that we would like to share :

BRI EAGRR TLRENIC. ENICMTZEZRLDOITOHIEDNTVERY, TLTIRNOBEEZRLDOIT EE, #fich
ISESZPDH., RENDRZFALSDTI 1 2013 F, 77X ) HDERER NSA( 7 X ) HERELLRER ) DAEFEEZH b\H’T%g .
R EE O Edward Snowden DFEE, FCBIFREDBRR Y b7 -7 DHFIBESEINT, ?Fi@i’“t%&biuhb‘ﬁfméck
DICRAE T, HEAICEDTRPIYPTOERATL& DD, TNTEKLDTL & 5D "Surveillance, in any era, is ultimately used to
crush voices that oppose power. When we crush dissenting voices, we stop progressing and close the door open to the future. (not
original English)" These were the words of Edward Snowden, who shocked the world in 2013 by exposing, at the risk of his life, the
mass surveillance practices of the NSA (National Security Agency), the U.S. military organization. We seem to have become so
accustomed to the current world of information networks and have almost forgotten his warning. It may be an easier time for those in

power, but is that really okay? written by KY & DMY




