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AT, BEGECHREIREEICKIFLDEMRE LTWLE T, AsourKulima Juu completes
its third year of operation, it has been a fulfilling year, including welcoming trainees from DR |
Congo. Connections with local people have also expanded. This winter saw record-breaking
snowfall, but the weather has since cleared up, allowing to experience "Spring of Light", a
different period from the original Russians’ . Now, as the snow melts, we are enjoying the @4
"Spring of Sound," and savoring the arrival of spring by picking butterbur sprouts that have Figge
already begun to grow and adding them to miso soup. Several buntings occasionally land in §£
the garden, delighting our eyes. While there is few snow left in the lowlands, snow with &
30-40 cm thick still covers the mountainous Madoyama, and we are mentally preparing
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o 7 PEHICT 5FETT, Unfortunately, one of the female goats died, leaving us
5o with one male and one female. They will be in the pipe house used for breeding until
the snow dlsappears Since the remaining female is due to give birth soon, we have kept her in an enclosure. Last year, she was not
good at caring her new born, but we are hoping she will be a good mother this year. Two hens were sacrificed and cooked into a local
dish, and the rooster, who did a good job in guarding the hens, and two hens were eaten by wild foxes, so that we have two females
only now. We would like to let the chickens out of the shed, but cannot do so because of the danger of being attacked by foxes.
Thankfully, however, the remaining hens lay eggs every day. We are planning to buy one male and four female chicks to bring our
total back to seven in April.

A member of our Congolese partner
organization KINT is on a study tour
in western DR Congo and visited
Kisantu Botanical Garden. The
garden is located in the province of
Kongo Central, 120 km south of the &
capital city, Kinshasa. The Kisantu
Botanical Garden was established in |
1900 by Brother Justin Gillet. . ' b — :
Covering an area of 220 hectares, it is home to nearly 3,500 plant spemes orlglnatlng from various troplcal regions around the world
The mangosteen, Garcinia mangostana, tree is the garden's most famous fruit tree, producing the mangosteen fruit, which is
characterized by its reddish-purple rind. The Ficus benghalensis is one of the garden's most impressive species. This type of fig tree is
notable for its adventitious and aerial roots, which descend from its high branches and take root in the soil, eventually generating new
trunks. In addition to its botanical richness, the garden also hosts giant bamboo, rambutan trees locally called “poilus” , and the largest
horticulture school in DR Congo. Visitors enjoy shaded walks along the Inkisi River, where crocodiles and diverse fish species live, or
relax with picnics on the lawns. Despite financial challenges, the garden remains a treasured destination, combining scientific value,
cultural heritage, and leisure for visitors from Kinshasa and beyond. >3 (B) D#HREHEEE KINT OA/N\—HOY TREHNET
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SHDAT kb YEE : Kusoma ( f#138) Kiswahilini (1) nafrisha ( 2 L L) je? Kiswahili ni rahisi (f§25) kwa wajapani ( H& A) kwa
sababu matamshiyake ( Z D) yanafanana (LT %).Sawawote (&&H HGETA), tuanze (BE&HFE L & 5) mazungumzo (&
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BRI NIERIRIZAD ARK TEZDEBHEARTVBDTIHEWLTL & S5H" The government may represent the nation, but

it is not the people themselves. It is critically important to remember this now, in the midst of our disillusionment. The actions of the
state seek to shame individuals. The government pressures individuals to engage in actions they know are morally wrong. (not the
original English)” These are the words of British playwright and novelist Hanif Kureishu from his 2005 essay "The Word and The
Bomb." In the time when governments and public organizations operate on corporate principles, it is concerned that people do not
seriously consider what choices remain for us. written by KY & DMY




