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Year! The world is getting crazier and crazier, but it is all down to the sum of each individual,
KY thinks. We need to look carefully at our standpoint and not get carried away by inertia.
Full-fledged winter has arrived in Madoyama, and the snow cover is currently about 1.5¢
meters thick. However, a road leading to the town is cleared, and we do not feel isolated. =
We spend winter days watching the ever-changing snow scenery outside the window, and
taking walks on snowy roads, which is one of our winter pleasures, looking at footprints on
the snow and trying to guess which animal they are, or enjoying natural snow sculptures. AL
Rabbit footprints are usually the most common, but are few this year. Wild animals tend to AN

increase and decrease in number. This year may be a year with fewer rabbits. In addition to foxes, a marten visits occasionally near the
house this year. Its flexible yellow body with white muzzle moving quickly agalnst the white snow is a magnificent sight.
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DA/ V‘D’_Li'b\% t Ly vyFvETBHZEITT, Our trainees Seraphin and Brenda were born and raised in an equatorial
region, and this winter is their first real experience of winter in a snowy country. The dramatic changes in day length, the constant
snowfall every day, the beautiful snow flowers covering the trees, and the ever-changing snow quality are all exciting experiences for
them. Seraphin helps with the daily snow removal, which is tough work. He has also been invited 8km walks on deep snow-covered
roads with snowshoes, especially on cold snowstorm days. Seraphin seems to like Madoyama, where the four seasons are clear, and
says the cold winter air refreshes both his body and mind.
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DR Congo (DRC) is as large as 6.2 times of the territory of Japan, but the coastline
is less than 40 km opening to Atlantic Ocean. This tiny coastal area is sandwiched
by the Angolese enclave of Cabinda and the mainland that is separated by the most
powerful river in Africa, Congo River. Muanda is the only town in the coastal area as
well as only maritime gateway of DRC. Some people there, especially those who
make bussines with Angolese, speak Portuguese, the official language of Angola, in
addition to their own language French. Angolese people cross the border to spend
holiday or weekend in Muanda. The town is located approximately 630 km west of
the capital Kinshasa. Muanda is at the center of oil exploitation in DRC. This is
primarily operated by two companies, the French PERENCO, Japanese company
INPEX joins as a partner, and the Congolese SOCIR. Intense informal oil trade
involving Angoese and Congolese vessels in the estuary area also generates
significant revenue but exerts considerable pressure on the local ecosystem,
affecting fish resources and mangroves. Banana port is being constructed at the
DRC territory of the river mouth taking advantage of the optimal creek from the river,
set to become the only large international maritime port in the DRC, represents a
major developmental opportunity for Muanda and the entire country. However, its SeiEs
location at the mouth of Congo River raises serious concerns about its impact on =
biodiversity, particularly on sea turtles and the fragile balance of the estuarine
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BERELYPIVRRICH S L& B L E F, “what may not always be so clear --- in accounts of the market is that the distinctive and
dominant characteristic of the capitalist market is not opportunity or choice but, on the contrary, compulsion.” The words writen by Dr.
Ellen Meiksins Wood, a New York-born Canadian Marxist scholar, in her 1999 book, “The Origin of Capitalism.” KY thinks that today's
society makes it easier to understand the nature of the capitalist society that she pointed out, in which we are deeply immersed.
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