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briefly our Futatsui-machi area in Noshiro City. This area, like the other places in Akita Prefecture, is experiencing depopulation and an
aging population. While the town no longer has the same vitality as it once did, it offers heartwarming surprises not found in urban
areas. Shops along the shopping street offer tea or coffee service near the wood-burning stove, and even tea is offered simply for
changing the battery in your watch. The town's only shopping center offers a rest space with tables and tea dispensers. There is also a
rare, still-operating blacksmith shop, where you can repair damaged farm equipment and tools or ask for small crafts. For those who
are difficult to adapt to the bleakness of urban life, this are is the perfect living space. The photo shows the curving flow of the
Yoneshiro River and the Nanakura Mountain Range, taken from Kimimachizaka Park, made famous by the love letter.
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BEDOEHENDDEKRTI, Since snow is expected to cover Madoyama from mid-December, we harvested the remaining daikon
radishes and turnips in the field. The daikon radishes are small due to the low autumn temperatures, but they will be an important
food source for the long winter. There are still leeks, stunted cabbage, beets, and onion seedlings left in the fields, but the beet and
onion seedlings will overwinter under the snow. This year, as Seraphin
knocked walnuts off the trees and collected them, we can use them for
sweets and cooking, just like last year. A local person taught us how to
extract the nuts. After soaking walnut seeds overnight, heated them in a
frying pan, which separated the sharp parts, and then walnut shells
were easily separated with a knife. In Madoyama, if we wanted to, we
could collect enough wild chestnuts and walnuts, but we would be
competing with wild animals including bears. It is a mutually beneficial
relationship: we steal their food and they steal our crops.

On 5/Dec., the Democratic Republic of Congo celebrated the National Tree Day.
4 The theme in this year was “Let's protect the savior of our planet, trees, by
v planting them in our living spaces.” The slogan “Plant with Purpose” was
/ highlighted, emphasizing the importance of selecting tree species that provide
. concrete benefits to communities, such as medical plants. Our counterpart KINT in

*% DR Congo, in collaboration with the Catholic Youth Network for Environmental
- Sustainability in Africa (CYNESA), organised an environmental education session
___ and tree-planting activity at the Faraja Highschool in Goma City. Administrators,
teachers, and students of this school attended the event.12/5 >3 ( B ) D%
H M@DH] TY, SEDOT—XIE TERCEDEETRICAZIEZ T, Fhifcb
L OHIKDREE CHHARZFVE L&D Tlic, TBNZEROTARZEAS] D
HAO0—AYDE & MFHRICHEZE 5 TERBEYOD KX S aAR%ZEA THER
BRI EMBAINE L, VT (R ) OBERERE KINT (£, 777 ) HO¥FER]
BERREBEOODA M) v IVEERXY FT—V EHET, IRMICHEZT 757V v
g@i&ﬁﬁ%t?ﬂz%ﬁ%t:%ﬁ?&ﬁt vy avERELT. FAGTRAICHE

SHDATEEE : Leo(45H) ni Christmas (noél). Tunachoma mbuji na kuku (73 & =7 b 1) ) pamoja na ( & —#E(C ) jamaa ( R & —#Elc v+
EZT M) DBEERZEMEY £3). Nyama (A ) yake ni teke teke (5 HY) na tamu (SRR LUY). Mimi (F4) nakula (X% ) nyingi sana na tumbo ($
fE ) langu ( #4®D ) itakuwa kama itapasuka ( FMERILBNRT, HEHNEELZ5TT ). maji ( 7K ), majimoto ( 3% ), chumvi ( 38 ), sukari ( FH%E ),
pilipili ( 2453 ), mafuta (), maziwa (43, ), mkate (/\> ), wali ( 28k ), ugali (74" ). 7 AUIE F7EDIZ#H (unga wa mhindi) ®F+ v
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B W F 9, “WAR s a racket. It always has been. It is possibly the oldest, easily the most profitable, surely the most vicious. It is the
only one international in scope. It is the only one in which the profits are reckoned in dollars and the losses in lives.” These are the
words of former US Marine Major General Smedley Butler in 1935. War has betrayed most of us and continues unabated. Japan today
is also heading in a very dangerous direction. It is important for us to turn our eyes to the largely invisible reality behind modern

warfare. written by KY & DMY



