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Madoyama on 18/Nov., and we are belatedly beginning preparations for the long winter
season. Getting a chance of three fine days, we were able to thresh the rice and brown it. Due
to the low temperature in the tillering season and autumn, the yield was roughly half of last
year's: 117.5 kg for Yukimusubi, 93.0 kg for Akitakomachi, and 815 kg for Sally Queen. Even so, : ;
we are happy to be unaffected by the recent rise in rice prices in Japan. While expensive machinery is essential for rice harvestlng to
compensate for labor shortages, we are able to maintain self-sufficiency with the help of neighboring farmers. As for the goat, we
have already prepared four roles of winter hay, and the former male partner have returned our farm, looking forward to seeing babies
again in next spring. We occasionally let chickens out, keeping an eye out for the fox, but they can be troublemakers, kicking up the
field and pecking at radish and turnip leaves.
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BIZercm o et D A4 &35 LE LTz, On19/0ct, we joined “Akita Studies” , a
regional collaborative program, of Akita International University, which is hosted by a
local organization “Umenai Shuraku” . In this program, Japanese and foreign students
from Taiwan, Belgium, Canada, and the United States are studying. Our Congolese
trainees, Seraphin and Brenda, enjoyed interacting with them. After lunch, we filled our
stomachs with a hotpot of mitten crab caught in the Taneumegawa River basin and other
& local cuisine. On the theme of "the blessings of the mountains," we visited a farmer who
practices wild pIant tea productlon and local forestry activities. Chalnsavv feII|ng has become the exceptlon in commeroal forestry,
and semi-automated felling and transportation using heavy ‘ :
machinery is now the norm, allowing large-scale felling to be
completed with just a few workers operating the machinery
Meanwhile, individual forest management involves the
cooperation of members of “Takara no Yama (Treasure Forest) “
project, who thin the forests and use the cut cedar trees fo
firewood. On 18/Nov., Seraphin and KY participated in the
thinning process, where they interacted with the local people @
they had become acquainted with. :
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Halloween, 27/0ct., Seraphin and Brenda were invited to a local children's
English conversation class. They visited each shop along the shopping street
- with the disguised children, saying "Trick or treat I" and getting sweets. The
children quickly became friends with the unfamiliar African people. Although the number of children in our region is decreasing year
by year, parents with children here are actively cooperating and organizing various events for children.

KINT office in Kavumu village hosted 20 students of the Catholic University of
Bukavu, who were interning in the area during 23-29 Sep. KINT provided the &
students with accommodation, serving their base for the various field activities | !
planned by the university. KINT also participated in national youth discussions
on the Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) and on the National Climate
Change Adaptation Plan (NAP). These discussions were organized by the
Catholic Youth Network for the Environmental Sustainability in Africa (CYNESA
DRC) and the Global Center on Adaptation (GCA). KINT was represented at
these meetings in Bukavu on 11/Oct and in Goma 12/Oct. KINT/ 17 LLNE#FT
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