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ZEATWBZETLE S, SEDLIF 2 FEMERBEREDKL S T, EBEOHAIFE VP IVOHENHTLE T, Despite the
deadly heating in Japan, Akita has become noticeably cooler, making us anxious about the maturity of the rice. While harvesting has
already begun in nearb rice fields, our Sally Queen rice is finally starting to show its ears. The weather is unpredictable, and when it

| does rain, it is a downpour. We hope to be able to harvest as usual. This year, our previously safe
farm finally fell victim to wild boars and Japanese macaques. Wild boars dug up the rice paddy
ridges, and a troupe of macaques, oblivious to the gaze of the goats, nibbled on pumpkins in the
field and carried them away in their arms. A hen became also a victim of a fox. The fox must be
smirking, knowing its wisdom is finally beyond human’ s. Fruits and nuts in the mountains this year
appear to be as poor as they were two years ago, and bears and macaques are also causing
damage to rice of neighboring farms.
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of last year, and a total of 28.5 kg was milled. The day after heavy rain, we headed to a flour mill{
in lwate Prefecture, but encountered a road closure due to flooding. Instead, we passed through
Akita City and took the highway to Hanamaki City in neighboring Iwate Prefecture. Even in &
Iwate, it was hard to find the company willing to undertake small-scale wheat milling, and we @&
hope the flour mill in Hanamaki City will continue its business. While Yumechikara has a good
flavor, the yleld was low, and we got only 12 kg of the final flour product. Although it became g - e
very expensive and premous flour, the satisfaction of eating bread baked with our own flour is exceptional. We have already begun
preparations for next year's wheat planting, building drainage culverts and making the soil beds, despite the rain hindering our
progress. We were able to obtain Yumechikara and Kitahonami seeds very cheaply from a supplier in Hokkaido. Depending on the
weather, we plan to sow the seeds at the end of September or early October.
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ED ‘R H5NEJ, Firewood m ng for the next season has begun, and on 12/Sept., Seraphin and KY joined an activity of “Takara
no Yama (Treasure Forest) Project” , mowing the trails. Although there were only five participants, Seraphin was already familiar with
operating the mower and was able to complete the work on schedule. Maintaining the secondary wild forest has a long history,
maintaining community ties through collaborative work and creating a buffer zone between wildlife and human communities, preventing
animal damage. Oak trees, such as Quercus crispula, are often selected for firewood. However, recently, oak wilt caused by Platypus
quercivorus, which transmits the oak fungus Raffaelea quercivora, has become a severe problem, and prevention seems to be an
issue. Since dead oak trees have poor firepower and cannot be used for firewood, it is required to cut down healthy trees to regenerate
them and prevent the spread of infection.
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Eastern DR Congo has entered the rainy season, but the rainfall is scarce. However, the first
rainfall on 11-13/Sept. caused a devastating damage to several crops. At least 10% of the crop at
the KINT farm in Kavumu village was damaged. Despite this setback, the remaining plants
continue to grow well. In the current agricultural season, they planted beans, maize and cassava i
in a mixed system. A project promoting urban agriculture was also initiated in Goma, which is still &
occupied by M23 rebel, in June. This initiative involved the planting of 1,500 green bell pepper
seedlings and over 200 cayenne red chilli ones. The chilli was started to harvest a few days ago
and is now being dried to produce chilli powder. The green bell pepper will be harvested within
the next two weeks, which will give about 20 kg product. Furthermore, the Goma office of KINT is
organizing the training of some software tools that are utilized commonly in social science and =z,
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