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trainees, Seraphin and Brenda from the DR : -
Congo quickly got used to their first experience in the cold, snowy winter in Madoyama and are enjoying life in Japan. Getting used to
learning Japanese and home cooking, and doing farm works as well, they have become valuable helpers. Brenda tried making pound
cake and pizza. They say Tokyo is wonderful, but for now they seems satisfied with life in Madoyama, a place rich in nature.
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ALY ¥ HA EITHEY £ 9, The snow has finally melted from the farmland in
Madoyama, but the damage from the heavy snow is great, with most of the tree
= seedlings having broken branches, and the thatched roof of the stake-for-drying-rice
storage and the livestock fence were also destroyed. We hardly perform field work
because it is raining almost every day now. To use the pipe house (green house) for
rice seedling, the goats were moved to their own shed, and the goat bedding has
been removed to use as a valuable fertilizer for the field. The snow on the wheat field
melted 4-5 days earlier than the other fields, and the green seedlings have appeared.
) { Having a good weather on the 23 rd, nitrogen fertilizer has been applied to the wheat

eld, so we hope to have a good harvest this year. The rice seedling work began on 10/April, with the seeds sprouting on 20/April, and
the next day we finished the sowing of the rice. Since the seedlings are planted by machine, we put soil in special seedling boxes,
sowed the sprouted seeds, and grow them in the pipe house for about a month. During this time, we will be making vegetable
seedlings, preparing the fields, and repairing the rice paddy. Potatoes are the first vegetable to be planted.

412 (FBREEDERITE. VA 27 EF AODARITEEIA 2T DEKDMKE T
EEICBMLE LIc, YA 2T DERIEF S, FAIEVYIVP U S%2FE5Z5TY, O
RITEDEEDRRIE. EDTDEARDNZ ATEBDTMMEEZBNTIEWNNFEWZE ST,
g@*ﬂmm*ﬁ%ﬁﬁo) EEADMBNTEFOETHEEEZ LT, HoEVOREICARITS
H&DOY AR BERZATCEARE A 27 DERZIA DEMIGED, RELF L, |
EERTRIEFAZTBEBDAEEZ CRIEICHTYGENLS, RREROE Lz, BARE B
DETAIGHEPET. IV IDOMEEICE T CICHIRATELVWKEEZBST &N
TEE L, HIBLEEDZOKIE, TIROEDEIFIES> TREERLWVTYT, TDT !
DUXFE ST D Z S TF. On12/April, Seraphin and Brenda joined in an Umenai
Shuraku annual event, where they planted wood pieces containing the mycelium of
Shiitake and Nameko mushrooms into log. After that, they placed the planed log and
Maitake mushroom beds on the forest floor. Oak is the good log for Shiitake mushroom,
and wild cherry for Nameko mushroom. In the morning of the planting work, you should
not eat Natto (Japanese fermented soybeans) because it will damage the mushroom
mycelium. The members of the Takara no Yama and the Sansai Club worked with
practiced hands, and the planting was completed quickly. We carried the logs and [’
Maitake mushroom beds to a nearby cedar forest and set them up. After the work was
finished, we all enjoyed lunch box and deepened our friendship. The members of the g =

Umenai Shuuraku were all cheerful, and quickly became acquainted with the Congolese tramees verybody had a great tlme The
cultivated mushrooms are wonderfully delicious unlike commercially available ones. The mushrooms will be harvested in this autumn.
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One of the goats gave blrth to a female baby on 4/Apr|I As it was a sudden birth and the first time, both the mother and us were
unfamiliar with how to deal with it, but the baby is growing healthy. The mother is now able to udderfeed well, and the baby is also
sucking energetically on her nipples. The horns of the baby are now slightly protruding, and she is imitating her mother and nibbling
on hay and forage. The other female has big belly, but she has not yet given birth. We were informed that chicks were being sold at
the morning market in a neighboring town and bought three Hinaidori chicks there. They are now in a hand-made net. Although the
adult chickens are expanding their roaming range beyond the fence, the sole male seems to be accompanying and protecting the
females, so there have been no harm so far.
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