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Unfortunately, our application to JICA was not accepted. It is very difficult to realize an unprecedented project, but accepting trainees
from the Congo remains a major issue for next year and beyond. For the time being, we will be involved in the project of our
cooperative organization, KINT, remotely. Thank you for your understanding.
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TR7ICHE Y T 9, Wemanaged to finish weeding the rice fields, and the ears of
Japanese rice, Yukimusubi and Akitakomachi are drooping nicely. The ears of Sally
Queen are coming out about a month late. The vegetables were damaged due to the
long rainy season, but potatoes were a bumper crop. The Hinaidori chickens started
laying eggs about a month ago, and now they supply 3-4 eggs a day. The goats have
gotten used to a keeping on chain, and during the daytime they climb up to a platform :
that also serves as a shade, or cool off below. For their feeding 2-3 times a day, the leaves of trees and grass near the house have
been cut off and the collecting area is gradually getting farther away. The water shield (Junsai) in the reservoir, which is also the source
of our tap water, covered the surface of the water, and we enjoyed collecting its young leaves covered with slime. Eating freshly picked
leaves of water shield with dashi soy sauce and ginger makes us feel luxurious.

£Mountain gorillas are endemic to the Great Lakes region,
s particularly in the Virunga area (DR Congo and Rwanda), and
windi National Park in Uganda. They are one of the species
of gorillas "critically endangered" on the IUCN Red List. This is
4due to illegal hunting, loss of habitat through logging, war in
¢their living area, infectious diseases, as well as the trafficking
“of animals. According to the WWF, the current population of
“mountain gorillas in the Great Lakes region is estimated to be
" 2 1004 individuals. Mountain gorillas represent a major tourist
attraction for Uganda and Rwanda In the DRC, however insecurity in the area does not allow tourists to visit them. Since the
beginning of the war and the occupation of a large part of the park by M23 rebels and their allies, the gorillas in this park have been left
unsupervised. Some of them have fled to neighboring countries, others are likely to have been killed. The attached photos were taken
by EB in 2021 in Virunga National Park in the DRC, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. <> > 7> d U S AXHHMUET 57777 U A
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strong sunshine is still as in summer, the wildflowers in Madoyama are fully dressed for autumn. In the shade of the forest, Aster
scabert and Agrimonia pilosa2 are blooming, and Oenanthe javanica3 on the waterfront is blooming with white flowers. Wild
peppermint, Mentha piperita4 is producing purple flowers that form scaly clusters around the stems. In the sunny areas by the roadside,
Lactuca indica5 and Geranium thunbergiié are quietly blooming.

SHDATE)EE : Jambo ( TAICEIE ). Unatoka wapi ( £ 115 EE 505K % Lh )? Ninatoka Republique Democratic du

Congo (F\E IV IRFHAENS5RE LTz ). Unaishi wapi japon/Japan ( BATIEE TITEATWNE T A )? Ninaishi Akita (FAEICHE
A TWE T ). Unafanya nini huko japon/Japan ( BA Tl ]z L TLE 9H )? Ninafanya mafunzo ya kilimo ( #hl& 2EDHEZ LT
%7 ). Je, unafurahi maisha hapo japon/Japan ( BADAEEEZEE L UWNT T H )? Ndiyo, ninafurahi sana (1&L KZEELWTT ).
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provide a healthy and fulfilling life for the family, and self-sufficiency is the basis." These are the words of Yoshiro Wakui, who has
been practicing organic farming for 30 years. Farmers were originally people who were able to manage all aspects of their lives
independently. They spent most of their time working in the fields, and the conservation of satoyama (rural areas) for their livelihood
also supported the lives and safety of downstream urban areas. Today's agriculture has become a food production industry, and with
many technologies dependent on outside sources, it has lost its independence and become akin to corporate activity. Wakui is
working to change society by rediscovering the fou ndations that farmers originally had for supporting a fulfilling life.
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